
March 3, 2016

The Honorable Susan Bonilla, Chair
Assembly Committee on Business and Professions
1020 N Street, Room 383
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assemblymember Bonilla:

The Independent Massage School Association of California (IMSAC) was created in 2009 to provide guidance
to its member schools in meeting the requirements of BPPE and CAMTC and to provide such schools with
representation and a voice during a period of significant regulatory changes. IMSAC was represented on
CAMTC s board of directors by Dr. Keith Eric Grant from October 2009 until the September 2015 board
reorganization.

IMSAC believes that CAMTC has provided an impressively efficient and cost effective means, on a state-wide
basis, of ensuring massage therapy competence and for distinguishing professional massage therapy providers
and schools from individuals and entities that are antithetical to the massage therapy profession. We urge the
continuation of CAMTC as a private, non-profit (501c3) organization, created and maintained pursuant to state
law, administering voluntary massage certification and school approval programs at the state-level.

That said, there are two additional, crucial points we would like to address. First, we strongly request that
IMSAC again have representation on the CAMTC board of directors. Independent massage schools in
California contribute the majority of graduates to the field. We also contribute to vibrancy of the massage
profession in our state, and our interests, as well as those of our many students and graduates, deserve a direct
and consistent voice with CAMTC.

Second, we wish to alert the Business, Professions, and Economic Development Committee that recent policy
adopted by CAMTC will invalidate educational hours from BPPE-approved schools (now closed, but never
unapproved by CAMTC) for use on applications for CAMTC Certification. We urge that the policy, and the
legal language that catalyzed it, be amended. The 2016 addition of the MBLEx test requirement for CAMTC
Certification provides adequate protection for the public by ensuring that applicants have sufficient training and
meet current academic standards. Hours accumulated while schools were in good standing with BPPE, even if
the school was later unapproved or closed while under new management, should remain valid.

Dr. Keith Grant, will be available to address the joint committee at the March 14 Sunset hearing on behalf of
IMSAC.

spectfully,

Selena Lee
IMSAC Chair
cc: Elissa Silva


